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THANK YOU! - CHRISTMAS & EPIPHANY IN THE PARISH 

An enormous óthank youô from the clergy team, and for the whole church, to 

everyone who worked so hard and did so much extra work to get everything just 

right for Christmas.  It was a huge team effort and the results were excellent. 

So, whether you swept or polished, arranged or made, brewed or baked, 
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Fr Richard 
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Thank you so much to everyone who kindly contributed presents for our residentsô 
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Sue Hedger (Mrs), Administration & Supporter Relations Manager 
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CLERGY LETTER 

I am trying to remember the last new year I started 

with such a clear sense of purpose and direction as 

2017.  Part of that is because I firmly believe that 

the less settled and confident (over-confident?) our 

nation and world feel the more the church is needed 

to offer a clear and compelling narrative of love and 

welcome.  The more divided the world chooses to 

be, the more we are needed to offer a counter-

narrative which says, gently and persistently, that 

building walls and rejecting anything which feels 

other is not strength but rather a lack of confidence 

in who we are and what we purport to stand for.  We 

have a Gospel to proclaim, the Good News of the 

Magnificat and the Beatitudes, the Gospel of Golgotha and the Emptied Tomb, the 

life of inclusion and acceptance and inspiration which was made flesh in the person 

of Jesus.  And our witness to the Light who has come into the world is even more 

urgent in troubled times.  

And I am massively optimistic about the year ahead in the life of the parish as well.  

It feels as if all of the blocks are in place for a memorable and effective year.  We 

have learnt to trust each other in each church of the parish so that it now feels as if 

we are a parish five years after we came together.  We are embarked on the PMC 

adventure and it is absolutely worthy of our time and effort.  We have a full clergy 

team at last, and a number of new people at Church who are beginning to get 

involved: and all of this on top of a strong sense of who we are and whose we are.  

And we have to get it right.  There are no excuses this year.  We have to increase 

our impact.  We have to do the things we have heard ourselves called to do.  We 

have to be the church we want to become.  We donôt get a second chance to make 

a first impression.  We must not fall short because of a lack of faith, or a lack of 

prayer, or a lack of willingness to get involved.  Each of us has a role to play. And 

nobody else can take the place which is uniquely and wonderfully yours. 

When the song of the angels is stilled  

When the song of the angels is stilled, 

when the star in the sky is gone, 

when the kings and princes are home, 

when the shepherds are back with their flocks, 

the work of Christmas begins: 
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to find the lost,  

to heal the broken, 

to feed the hungry, 

to release the prisoner, 

to rebuild the nations,  

to bring peace among the people, 

to make music in the heart. 

Author: Howard Thurman, African-American theologian, educator, and civil rights leader 

Fr Richard 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

 

 

Front cover photograph: Chancel Arch detail by Colin Weedon  

Thu 2 Feb 8pm St Nicholasô Prayer Group 

Sat 4 Feb  7pm Quiz Night  

Sat 4, 18 Jan 9.30am Churchyard Working Party 

Fri 6, 13, 20, 27Jan 2 - 4pm Coffee & Chat 

Tue 7 Jan 12.30pm St Paulôs Taverners, Broad Street Tavern 

Thu 9 Feb 7.30pm An Evening with Bishop Steven 

Tue 14 Feb 2 - 4pm The Welcome Club 

Tue 21 Feb 12.30pm St Paulôs Taverners, Parish Rooms 

Sat 25 Feb 7.30pm Phoenix Choir, Brahmsôs Requiem 

Mon 27 Feb 7pm Mothersô Union Meeting 

Wed 1 Mar 8pm Mass for Ash Wednesday 

Fri 3 Mar 7.30pm Womenôs World Day of Prayer 

Sat 4 Mar 7.30pm Wokingham Choral Society, Evening of Purcell 
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MORNING PRAYER 

Starting the day in prayer is an ancient Christian tradition which people have always 

found to be a firm foundation for the day.  It roots us in God and strengthens us for 

all that lies ahead.  In the parish, we share Morning Prayer at 8.30am (at St Paulôs 

on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday, and at Woosehill, on a Wednesday).  The 

service lasts about 20 minutes and includes readings, prayer, and canticles.  If youôd 

like to find out more then please speak to a member of the clergy, or to one of the 

congregation who already come.  Or why not just turn up and join in? 

 

REGULAR WEEKDAY SERVICES 

 

Day Time Service 

Monday 8.30am Said Morning Prayer 

Tuesday 8.30am Said Morning Prayer 

Wednesday 8.30am Morning Prayer at Woosehill Church 

 10.30am House Mass (see weekly Pews News for details) 

Thursday 8.30am Morning Prayer, with Mass at 9.30am 

Saturday 9.00am Rosary Prayers 

 9.30am Low Mass 

 

READERS AND INTERCESSORS IN THE COMING MONTH 

 

Date Festival Reader Intercessor 

5 Feb 2017 Candlemas Teri Austen Vince Pearson 

12 Feb 2017 3rd before Lent Janet Wickham Jenny Ellerbeck 

19 Feb 2017 2nd before Lent Tom Lewis David Ruddock 

26 Feb 2017 Sunday next 
before Lent 

Rhoda Hart Dawn Hardiman 
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PARISH RECORDS 

Baptisms 

18 December Mabel Hodson, Lucas Maddalora 

Funerals at the Crematorium 

14 December Mrs Brenda McNeil 

9 January  Mrs Val Southey 

11 January  Mrs Kath Keeley 

12 January  Mrs Audrey Saunders 

Funeral in Church Followed by Burial in the Churchyard 

20 December Miss Muriel Jackson 

Ashes buried in the Churchyard 

15 December Mrs Sheila Jackson 

29 December Mr Brian Sanson 

14 January  Mrs Christine Garforth 

 

EASTER LILIES 

Once again there will be 

the opportunity to 

remember a loved one 

by donating the cost of a 

lily for the decoration of 

the Church at Easter.  

The cost of a lily will 

remain at £2.50. 

If you would like to 

participate, please let me have the name/s of the person to be remembered, 

together with the donation, or alternatively donations can be left at the  Parish Office.  

All names will be displayed in the Church at Easter. 

Please let me have names and donations by Sunday 9 April. 

Sue Davenport 
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2017 

26 Mar Mothering Sunday 23 Jul    School Year Ends 

16 Apr Easter Sunday   
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR WELCOME! 

I cannot say thank you enough for the great 

licensing service, for the warm welcome, and all 

the support we have received.  I am very glad I 

have joined this community and looking forward to 

serving and making new friends.  I hope you will be 

patient with us as we get to know your names and 

the ropes of the mission and ministry here.  

My family and I have just arrived from Penhill in 

Swindon, where I have been serving as the Pioneer Minister and Assistant Curate 

of two parishes for the last 3 years.  Prior to that I served as Youth Worker in 

Blackbird Leys Oxford and Principal of Bishop Hannington Theology College in 

Mombasa Kenya, a city in which I grew as a child, went to school and began my 

working life. 

My wife of 26 years, Helen, is a carer, and our 25-year-old son, Jonathan, is 

currently working at The Old Bank Restaurant in Swindon.  Together, we are looking 

forward to a new chapter in our family life and have already begun to explore 

Wokingham. 

As we moved house we have been very grateful for support and the gifts of tea, 

coffee, sugar, milk and biscuits plus myriads of cards and words of welcome.  Many 

thanks to all parishioners and the local ministers, for your support, goodwill and 

patience as we settle in. 

The appointment is something I am both thankful for and very much looking forward 

to.  This is a diverse area full of opportunities to serve and play my part in the nurture 

of its common life.  My hope for the church is that we can live up to the best of what 

it has always done, here and all over the world.  We pray and receive the grace as 

did our forebears to be the channels of transformation and of catalysing ever-new 

possibilities in the lives of the people God has put around us.  We look forward, over 

time, to transformational mindsets and an ever renewing sense of purpose and 

direction in Godôs mission.  As Bishop Andrew said at my licensing, Christians are 

a treasure living in the service of others; ña chosen people, a royal priesthood, a 

holy nation, Godôs special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who 

called you out of darkness into his wonderful lightò.  Iôm very much looking forward 

to meeting as many people as possible and learning from you about the area, its 

history and its hopes. 

Revôd. Patrick Mukholi  
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REVD PATRICK MUKHOLIôS LICENSING 

 

Revd Patrickôs licensing took 

place at Woosehill Church on 

Thursday 5 January, with the 

Bishop of Reading, Rt Revd 

Andrew Proud presiding, 

supported by Fr Richard, Mthr 

Julie, Revd Nick Hudson, Revd 

Catherine Bowstead, and 

Wokingham Town Mayor, Mrs 

Gwynneth Hewetson and her 

consort, Mr Tony Hewetson. 
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THE SOCIAL COMMITTEE 

Quiz Night - Sat 4 Feb 2017 

7pm for prompt 7.30pm start 

St Paulôs Parish Rooms 

Teams maximum of 8 people.  Bring your team or join one on the night.   

Plus, Chinese Raffle. 

Tickets: Adults £10, Children £5, or Family £25  

Includes: Fish or Chicken ónô Chips, or Vegetarian Supper 

Please bring your own drinks and glasses. 

Tickets available from: 

St Paulôs Janet Charlton (9785508)  

St Nicholasô Margaret Davies (9787788) or Geraldine Lea (9786420 

Woosehill Church Chris Piper (9783305) 

Please state food preferences when buying your ticket. 

ALWAYS POPULAR SO GET YOUR TICKETS EARLY! 

Forthcoming Social Dates for your Diary 

¶ Sat 11 Mar: Lent Lunch, hosted by Social Committee and Mothersô Union 

¶ Sun 16 Apr: Easter Sunday Breakfast 

¶ Sun 7 May: Shared Lunch 

Geraldine Lea, Social Committee 

 

 

The cure for this ill is not to sit still, 
or frowst with a book by the fire; 

but to take a large hoe and a shovel also 
and dig ôtil to you gently perspire. 

Rudyard Kipling  
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FIRST STEPS JANUARY 2017 

 

For our First session of 2017, Fr. Richard told us the story of the Wise Menôs visit 

to Baby Jesus and explained why, even though all of us have taken our tree down, 

we still have ours up in church. 

Singing óWe Three Kingsô, and led by our camel, we went on a journey round the 

church to find the star and then were led to the manger by a very impressive Wise 

Man (Fr. Patrick), to deliver the special gifts to Jesus.  

We made our very own shining stars and whilst holding these thanked God in prayer 

for all the good gifts we have. 

First Steps meets at St. Paulôs at 9.15am on the second Thursday of the month 

during term time.  

If you would like to know more about First Steps, please contact Fr. Richard or 

Liz Gallagher. 

Liz Gallagher 
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THE PARISH POT LUCK SUNDAY LUNCH 

We had another lovely meal on Sunday 15 January, a big thank you to everyone 

who made a main course or pudding - what a wonderful array we had - and to 

everyone who helped tidy up, especially the washer uppers who allowed the Social 

committee team to enjoy their meals 

 
Margaret Davies, Social Committee  


