Ssrfid Woosehill Church Magazine

v Woosehill Church

We are on Chestnut Ave, just around the corner
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Glory to God in the highest, and on earth

PEACE

N
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peace, good will toward men. Luke 2:14 «»
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Women's World Day of Prayer at Woosehill

This year we are hosting the VWWDP service, which has been written by
Christian women in the Philippines. Even though their Islands are under
constant threat of earthquakes and typhoons, and they are often
repressed, poor, and open to exploitation, the women have written a
wonderfully uplifting service. It speaks of the strength their faith gives
them, knowing that God is with them.

There are participants from most of the other Churches in Wokingham,
and our music group will be playing for us. Please join us for what
promises to be a joyful and colourful service at:

7.30pm on Friday 3rd March

Refreshments to be served afterwards.

Lyn Brown
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A Cathedral Welcome

We extend a special welcome to those who are single, married,
divorced, widowed, gay, confused, filthy rich, comfortable, or dirt poor.

We extend a special welcome to wailing babies and excited toddlers.

We welcome you whether you can sing like Pavarotti or just growl
quietly to yourself. You’re welcome here if you're ‘just browsing,” just
woken up or just got out of prison. We don’t care if you’re more Christian
than the Archbishop of Canterbury, or haven’t been to church since
Christmas ten years ago.

We extend a special welcome to those who are over 60 but not
grown up yet, and to teenagers who are growing up too fast.

We welcome keep-fit mums, football dads, starving artists, tree-huggers,
latte-sippers, vegetarians, junk-food eaters. We welcome those who are in
recovery or still addicted. We welcome you if you’re having problems, are
down in the dumps or don’t like ‘organised religion’

(Wedre not keen on that either!

We offer a welcome to those who think the earth is flat, work too hard,
don’t work, can’t spell, or are here because granny is visiting and wanted
to come to the Cathedral.

We welcome those who are inked, pierced, both or neither. We offer a
special welcome to those who could use a prayer right now, had religion
shoved down their throat as kids or got lost in the city centre and wound
up here by mistake. We welcome pilgrims, tourists, seekers, doubters ---
and you!

With kind permission of Coventry Cathedral

(Some are obviously not relevant to us here at Woosehill, but | wonde
boxes we can actuallyftick should work towards? Ed.)

' how many
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Make connections

What God offers through the Covenant is a loving relationship. It is not a
business contract set up between God and humanity for the provision of
certain goods and services. Rather, it is the means of grace by which we
accept the relationship God offers and then seek to sustain it:

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when | will make a new
covenant ... | will put my law within them, and | will write it on their
hearts; and | will be their God, and they shall be my people. Jeremiah
31.31, 33 (NRSV) These words are read out as part of the Covenant
Service.

The focal point of the service is the Covenant Prayer (above). It embraces
the whole of life, in all its parts. Most people find it quite tough to say this
and really mean it. It is uncomfortable and challenging. It asks questions of
our faith and demands that we examine our relationship with God.

The Covenant Prayer has been compared by some to a set of New Year
resolutions, but ones that emphasise the importance of doing and being as
much as believing. But more than that, the prayer represents a commit-
ment to being a disciple and putting God first in our lives and in everything
about our lives: what we do, what we say and who we are. It is both a
surrender to, and a trust in, God.

The final few words are a gracious reminder: “You are mine and | am
yours’. We don’t pray and live just in our own strength — but in God’s.

Explore
Read through the prayer slowly, a line at a time.

What jumps out at you!?

What would you find easy to say?
What would you find difficult to say?

Think how it might apply to your life — the whole of your life.

What things might God be asking you to stop?

What might God be asking you to continue?
And what new things may God place in your life?

(With thanks to Roots, and to Doreen for passing this on)
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COFFEE & CHAT

ST PAULS PARISH ROOMS
READING ROAD, WOKINGHAM

EVERY
FRIDAY (s g‘
e

2-4pm

At aloose end ?
Feeling lonely ?
Had a bad week ?

Drop in for a drink and a friendly chat

For further information contact:
Becca at the Parish Office on 0118 979 2122
or Susannaon 0118 377 4133
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PMC
Hoping by now that you have heard about the “Partnership for Missional
Church” initiative — and have seen the article in the weekly notice sheet
asking for people to join the Missional Innovation Team (MIT).
The aim of the MIT is to help our Church learn how to do “Mission to-
gether” by forming partnerships with the people we are called to meet
and who we can work with on a Missional Adaptive Challenge

(MAC).

What is our Missional Adaptive Challenge?

To reach out to retired and semi-retired people of Woosehill who may
be isolated or lonely, and to provide friendship, fellowship and a deepened
spiritual life.

The first step in our challenge is to focus on finding the people that
Jesus is sending us to meet and where can we meet them:

1 Partners who can teach us about these people and who may want to
work with us on the challenge
1 People we want to reach out to within our community

How can you get involved?

As a congregation we all have friends or relatives with connections to
organisations such as social services, Link, Kennet Court, WADE, Age
UK, etc. - over the next couple of weeks we will be asking you to:

1 Think about people you know with whom we can connect

1 Share your own thoughts or ideas (where can we meet these
people, where do they gather?)

1 Watch out for questionnaires placed strategically around the
Church for you to note down your thoughts

1 Pray that God will guide us as we learn to do mission and that we

will find the right partners who can help us with our challenge and
grow God’s community.
What happens next?
Watch out for the updates as we start to discover and make connections
with our partners, which will then lead on to us holding an organisational
gathering.
Jeanette Beecher
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Tadpoles—Coffee and Play @ Woosehill
Wednesday mornings in term time 9-1 lam

We have a few vacancies in our lovely Tadpoles group at the
moment, so if you know any young families on Woosehill or
nearby who would like to join us for playtime, craft , songs and
stories as well as good Fairtrade coffee, please do invite them to
join us.Tadpoles is very much a community group for the adults
as well as the little ones and is a friendly and supportive
gathering.

Talk to Val, Sue Youle or Doreen for more information

&) 2 34 3rjreddhdol children and their parents,

grandparents or carers to introduce the children to churchina  re-

laxed, fun and friendly way.
2" Thursday of Each Month (Term Time)

February;
9 ™Mar cHMay1
9. 15dm. 15am
Chil@r €E€hapel® 6huPab) Resd

Please come along with your pre-school children for songs, stories,
craft activities and refreshments.

For more information call Rev’d Richard Lamey 0118 327 9116

or Liz Gallagher 0118 989 1176.

di

ng
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REGULAR MEETINGS
Sunday
Church services - see Services Diary and weekly newsletter
Youth Group YOW: A place to discuss views, play and catch up with friends
6.30 - 8pm, dates and themes as advertised here and in church.
Tuesday
Fellowship group: Exploring Faith at 8pm in the church.
Wednesday
Tadpoles group: Coffee and play for pre-school children and their carers
9.00-11.00am in term time.
Contact: Val Weedon: 9791156/ 07919062770
or valerie.weedon@btinternet.com
Lunchtime fellowship: meet in the church at 12 noon.
Thursday
Together in prayer: monthly on third Thursday from 8-9pm
Contact Lyn Brown: 9782816
Saturday
Church work party: first Saturday in month 10.30am
Contact John Hoskins: 9792597

Church contacts
Red Richard Lamey, The Rectory,
richard. |l amey@spaul s. org. uk
St M®sauRari sh Office, Reading Roa
0118 979 2122 ( Parish administr
of fice@wbpanbbam. org. uk
Rea Catherine Bowstead
5 Chetwode Cl ose, Woki ngham RG40
minister @woki nghammet hodi st . or g.
From Jan 5 2016;
Redd Patrick-cMmkhralti i nitially vig

For room hire bookings contact Tony Sayer on 0118 9786560
or email tony.sayer@ntlworld.com

Hol t Lane
], Wo ki ngha
ator Becca
2LL 0118
u k

parish of
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Pattern of Services at Woosehill
Keep an eye out in the newsletter for more up to date information too.
You can receive this weekly by email:
contact Alison Lewis at woosehill.church@googlemail.com

l1st Sunday:
8. 458mly Communi on

l0aMorning Worship

2nd Sunday:

l10amoly Communi on

3rd Sunday
8. 458mly Communi on

l0aMorning Worship

4t h Sunday
l10amoly Communi on

6. 15pmeni ng Refl ective Wor

(5th Sunday)
l10amaf ® Church

5.30pm Service at Suffolk Lod

s hi

g e

Car e

Ho



